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Vision

“Cultural diversity can be protected and promoted only if human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, such as freedom of expression, information and 
communication as well as the ability of individuals to choose cultural 
expressions, are guaranteed.”

According to the First guiding principle of the UNESCO Convention on the 
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expression ACAR 
watches and makes the international theatre community react to treats 
and violence against theatre people and severe restrictions to work with 
theatre activities, wherever it occurs in the world.
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Mission

ACAR collects, proves, analyses 
and make public cases of violation 
of the rights of theatre artists and 
the right to free artistic expression. 

The cases are addressed to 
politicians on a formal political level 
in the name of ITI, according to 
ACAR’s reaction scheme.

ACAR cooperates with other 
Human and Artists Rights 
organisations and networks 
worldwide. 
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Goals

ACAR works on:

- Rising the visibility of violations 
on artists rights and freedom of 
expression. 

- Supporting politically 
persecuted artist

- Bringing the specificity of 
theatre work as collective and 
public live art into international 
artists rights movement

- Developing a UNESCO reaction 
scheme for persecuted and 
censored artists.
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Key Activities

 “The Right to Freedom of Artistic
Expression and Creativity“ Alfons 
Karabuda, Expert to the UNHRC, keynote
speech to the 34th ITI World Congress
November 2014, Yerevan, Armenia (left
photo)

 ACAR reaction for more than 20 personal 
cases within the last 3 years

 ITI resolution concerning a fair visa policy 
for theatre artists and a motion to support 
the new UNESCO survey on the status of 
the artists at the ITI world congress 2014

 “Attacks and defenses: the public space 
of theatre.” ACAR Presentation athe the 
1st international conference on theatre 
and censorship in Cairo, 2015
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Impacts/Achievement

 Via ACAR the ITI, like other 
NGOs, raises its voice by making 
official statements to political 
authorities. These statements 
have been prepared on the 
basis of the experience and the 
research by the committee, with 
participation of national centres, 
and in connection with other 
international networks and 
activities. 

 This has improved the visibility of 
ITI and makes ITI to a valuable 
partner for other networks and 
initiatives.
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Future Plans

 ACAR works to implement 

Artists Rights and freedom of 

expression as a cross-sectional 

task for all ITI members and 

centres

 ACAR aims to publish a case 

list about violations of theatre 

artists rights every year for the 

World Theatre Day

ACAR

artwork from the promotional material of the 

conference on theatre and censorship in Cairo, 2015



Communication Channels

 www.artistsrights.iti-

germany.de

equipped with RSS and RSS 

feedburner

 the ACAR newsletter
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Active Members

 Action Committee for Artists Right
as from the 34th ITI World Congress, 
Yerevan (Armenia), November 2014

 working group:

 Ann Mari Engel (Sweden), President
Thomas Engel (Germany), Coordinator,
Casurao Diosdado (Phillipines)
Kevin Bitterman (USA)
Hanna Helavuori (Finland)

 contact persons:

 Cheikh Okbaoiu, Algeria
Ambroise Mbia, Cameroon
Alexandra Rice, Belgium
Fanyia Williams, United Kingdom
Hamadou Mandé, Burkina Faso
Gad Kaynar, Israel
Tatjana Ažman, Slovenia
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Contact

 Ann Mari Engel
President
annmari@teaterunionen.se

 Thomas Engel
Coordinator
acar@iti-germany.de
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