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• Background: includes - who is the tool kit for, what is
artistic freedom, motivations for censorship, who are the
censors, pretexts for silencing artists:

• Information gathering

• Individuals at Risk

• Mobilisation

• Monitoring and Advocacy for Arts Freedom at Home

• Working with the UN and EU

CONTENT
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• Artists, cultural workers and organisations, arts and
cultural spaces facing violations of artistic freedom.

• Arts associations, networks and cultural organisations
that may already have or want to have a role in
protecting artists and artistic freedom.

• Human rights and free speech NGOs that may have or
want to have a role in protecting artists and artistic
freedom.

• Anyone who wants to collaborate on protecting artists
and artistic freedom.

WHO HAS IT BEEN WRITTEN FOR?
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To be free from obstacles that impede “the flourishing of
artistic creativity, that carry an aesthetic and/or symbolic dimension,

using different media including, but not limited to, painting
and drawing, music, songs and dances, poetry and literature,
theatre and circus, photography, cinema and video, architecture and
sculpture, performances and public art interventions, etc.,

irrespective of whether their content is sacred or profane,
political or apolitical, or whether it addresses social issues or not.“

BACKGROUND - WHAT IS ARTISTIC FREEDOM?

From the report of the UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights http://www.cdc-
ccd.org/IMG/pdf/The_right_to_freedom_of_artistic_expression_and_creativity.pdf
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Suppression of political dissent,  policies favouring
dominance of one group or idea over others, nation state building,
religious feelings, sexuality and sexual orientation, child protection,
corporate interests, foreign ideology v. national interest.

For arts institutions, funders and sponsors: fear of
associating with a controversial issue, loss of sponsorship, funding,
public opinion backlash.

BACKGROUND –
SOME MOTIVATIONS FOR CENSORSHIP
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States, non-State actors, including mass media, broadcasting,
telecommunications and production companies, educational
institutions, armed extremists, organized crime, religious
authorities, traditional leaders, corporations, distribution companies
and retailers, sponsors, civil society groups, etc.

BACKGROUND - WHO ARE THE CENSORS?
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“In many cases, censorship is counterproductive in that it
gives wider publicity to controversial artworks. However, the fear
censorship generates in artists and art institutions often leads to
self-censorship, which stifles art expression and impoverishes the
public sphere. Artistic creativity demands an environment free from
fear and insecurity”.

SELF CENSORSHIP

From the report of the UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights http://www.cdc-
ccd.org/IMG/pdf/The_right_to_freedom_of_artistic_expression_and_creativity.pdf
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• Unclear laws, bureaucratic obstacles, non-transparent
mechanisms, no possibility of appeal
(ex: permits for cinema or public art).

• Prior censorship before the production of an artwork
(ex: movies, theatre plays)..

• Restrictions on mobility (ex: for tours, concerts and festivals:
retention of artists’ passports and restriction of visa issuance
and work permits).

• Economic and financial pressure (ex. restricted access to State
support and market censorship, collecting rights and income).

• Obstacles to maintaining or developing an audience
(ex: ban on audiences, fear mongering)

PRETEXTS USED TO SILENCE ARTISTS
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• Direct reports

• Your own organisation: observes an attack on
artistic freedom in your own country/area.

• Other arts and human rights organisations

• Media reports

INFORMATION
GATHERING
- SOURCES
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Consider:

• political agendas: ie representing a political
party, using the incident as a way to undermine
opposition.

• criminal activities: ie has the artist been involved
in activities that could legitimately be considered
criminal. This could include:

• calls for violence:  a clear call for violence
against another person or group

• hate speech:  imagery or language that
deliberately stirs up hatred against other
individuals or groups.

• pornography:  such as material relating to
sexual abuse or exploitation of children

INFORMATION
GATHERING
– 1
INDEPENDENCE AND

VERIFICATION

Is the information
independently verifiable
confirmed by one or more
other reputable sources?
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Events can move quickly but sources do not
necessarily give updates, for example:

• An arts group reports the arrest of a member
who is freed the following day, but does not think
to issue an update as there is no longer a threat.

• The launch of a trial against a work of art is
reported. The court case takes several months
and many hearings, and ends with acquittal.

• After initially reporting the closure of an arts
venue as politically motivated, it becomes clear
that the action is related to other unrelated
concerns.

Do check that details are current and ask your
sources to keep you informed of developments.

INFORMATION
GATHERING
– 2
INDEPENDENCE AND

VERIFICATION

Is the information
still up to date?
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Problematic imagery and concepts may be hidden,
or not understood outside the culture of their
origin.

Do try to find translation of written work or
interpretation of audio material so as to be fully
informed of the content.

Always ask for expert opinion.

Ask for comments.

INFORMATION
GATHERING
– 3
INDEPENDENCE AND

VERIFICATION
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Take care not to promise to take action or give
support that you may not be able to meet.

Ask for details of the repression: such as the source of
the threat; has protection from the authorities has
been requested and if so, official response; exact
details of any legal action taken against them;  to
whom have they approached for support locally(ie:
lawyers, other human rights organizations); the exact
nature of the artistic work that has led to the event,
etc.

Seek their view on what action they and/or their legal
representative would consider to be appropriate for
your organization to take, and conversely what would
be unhelpful or detrimental.

Referees: Ask if there are other people or
organisations they would be happy for you to
approach.

Explain that you will need to consult with colleagues
and others about what type of action, if any, can be
taken.

INDIVIDUALS AT RISK –
RESPONDING TO DIRECT
APPROACHES
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• Do not share information publicly, unless it is
decided that this is safe and appropriate to do so.

Restrict communications only to those directly
involved.

• Nothing about a person without the person

• Protect your digital communications

• two excellent on-line sources of information and
advice for human rights defenders on protecting
communications

• Tactical Tech’s Security in a Box:
https://securityinabox.org/en

• Protection Online: http://protectionline.org//

INDIVIDUALS AT RISK -
NOTES OF CAUTION
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• Individuals at Risk

• Mobilisation

• Monitoring and
Advocacy for Arts
Freedom at Home

• Working with the UN
and EU

THE FURHTER PARTS
OF THE TOOLKIT:
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TACTICS

SOURCE : WWW.NEWTACTICS.ORG
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1. Statistics and Some High Profile Examples
of Censorship

2. Foreign Governments Censor Artists
Abroad

3. Policing Art

4. Art and the ‘anti-terror’ response

5. Religious Offence and Obscenity

6. Film Censorship

7. International Commemorative Days and
Celebrations for Advocacy Work

8. Petitions and Statements

9. Providing Guidance and Training
for Promotion of Arts Freedom at
Home and Abroad

10. Effecting Legislative Change

11. Arts as Advocacy Platforms

12. Grants and Awards

13. Engaging with the UN, EU and
other International Organisations

14. Individuals at Risk Safe Havens

ARTS RIGHTS JUSTICE  TOOLKIT COMPANION
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Download:  http://cultureactioneurope.org/milestone/arj-arts-rights-justice
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WWW.OHCHR.ORG/EN/ISSUES/FREEDOMOPINION/PAGES/OPINIONINDEX.ASPX
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ACAR acts on different levels:

• in making cases public by informing
the national centres and via media;

• with official statements by the
committee, and in the name of ITI
worldwide,

• with official statements by the ITI
President, the ITI Vice Presidents, the
ITI General Secretary or the
ITI/UNESCO Ambassadors.

ACAR
KEY ACTIONS
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http://artistsrights.iti-germany.de

acar@iti-germany.de

ITI ACAR
WEBPAGE AND NEWSLETTER


